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_______________________ 
GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR VISAS FOR NON-RESIDENTS  
LEGAL BASIS (MIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION ACT, ACT 8764)  
ARTICLE 47 .-  
The Directorate General shall establish general guidelines for entry visas and stay for  
non-resident foreign people from certain countries or areas  
geographical, based on international agreements and treaties in force and the reasons  
safety, convenience or opportunity for the Costa Rican government.  
ARTICLE 51 .-  
Foreign nationals who wish to enter under the immigration status of non-residents  
except as general guidelines to determine entry and stay visas  
Non-residents require visas for entry. The period of stay shall  
Authorized by the official of the Directorate General responsible for the entry of the foreign  
the country based on guidelines established by the Directorate General. Prior to granting  
visa, immigration officials abroad must obtain from the Directorate,  
respective entry clearance, where appropriate, in accordance with the guidelines  
General entry visas and stay for nonresidents. Ministry of Interior and Police  
Directorate General of Immigration  
Republic of Costa Rica  
www.migracion.go.cr 2  
 

  



FIRST GROUP  
It permits the entry of nationals of these countries without a visa and stay  
maximum of 90 calendar days.  
LITHUANIA GERMANY  
ANDORRA LUXEMBOURG  
ARGENTINA MALTA  
AUSTRALIA * MEXICO  
AUSTRIA MALTA  
BAHAMAS MEXICO  
BARBADOS MONTENEGRO  
BELGIUM NORWAY *  
BRAZIL NEW ZEALAND *  
BULGARIA Netherlands (Holland) *  
CANADA PANAMA  
Croatia PARAGUAY  
CHILE POLAND  
PORTUGAL CYPRUS  
DENMARK * Principality of Monaco  
SAN MARINO SLOVAKIA  
SLOVENIA PUERTO RICO  
SERBIA SPAIN  
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA * SOUTH AFRICA  
ESTONIA UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN **  
FINLAND AND NORTHERN IRELAND **  
FRANCE  * CZECH REPUBLIC  
HUNGARY REPUBLIC OF SOUTH KOREA  
IRELAND Hellenic Republic (Greece)  
ROMANIA ICELAND  
VATICAN HOLY SEE ISRAEL  
SINGAPORE ITALY  
SWEDEN JAPAN  
SWITZERLAND LATVIA  
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO LIECHTENSTEIN  
URUGUAY LITHUANIA  
LUXEMBOURG  
* Their dependencies receive equal treatment  
** Includes England, Wales and Scotland  
 

  



SECOND GROUP  
Permission to enter the country without visa, with maximum stay of up to 30 calendar days 
to  
Nationals of the following countries  
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA MAURITIUS  
BELIZE MICRONESIA (FEDERATED STATES)  
NAURU BOLIVIA  
PALAU DOMINICA  
EL SALVADOR KINGDOM OF TONGA  
PHILIPPINES SAMOA  
FIJI SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS  
GRANADA SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES  
GUATEMALA SANTA LUCIA  
GUYANA SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE  
SEYCHELLES HONDURAS  
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS SURINAME  
MARSHALL ISLANDS TUVALU 
SOLOMON ISLANDS TURKEY  
VANUATU KIRIBATI  
VENEZUELA MALDIVES  
 

  



THIRD GROUP  
With entry clearance and visa, maximum stay of up to 30 calendar days.  
MALAYSIA ALBANIA  
ANGOLA MALAWI  
SAUDI ARABIA MALI  
MOROCCO ALGERIA  
MAURITANIA ARMENIA  
MOLDOVA AZERBAIJAN  
BAHRAIN MONGOLIA  
BENIN MOZAMBIQUE  
NAMIBIA BELARUS  
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA NEPAL  
BOTSWANA NICARAGUA  
BRUNEI-DARRUSAL NIGER  
BURKINA FASO (UPPER VOLTA) NIGERIA  
BURUNDI OMAN  
PAKISTAN BHUTAN  
PAPUA NEW GUINEA CAPE VERDE  
PERU CAMBODIA  
QATAR CAMEROON  
Saharahui ARAB REPUBLIC COLOMBIA (SAHARA  
WEST)  
IVORY COAST CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC  
COMOROS REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA  
CHAD REPUBLIC OF CONGO  
ECUADOR REPUBLIC OF CONGO (FORMERLY  
ZAIRE)  
EGYPT'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF LAOS  
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC UNITED ARAB EMIRATES  
RUSSIAN FEDERATION RWANDA  
GABON SENEGAL  
GAMBIA SIERRA LEONE  
GEORGIA SUDAN  
SWAZILAND GHANA  
GUINEA THAILAND  
GUINEA BISSAU TAIWAN (REGION)  
Equatoria GUINEA TANZANIA  
TAJIKISTAN INDIA  
INDONESIA EAST TIMOR  
TOGO JORDAN  
TUNISIA KAZAKHSTAN  
TURKMENISTAN KENYA  
UKRAINE KIRQUIZISTÁN  
UGANDA KOSOVO  
KUWAIT UZBEKISTAN  
LESOTHO VIET NAM  
YEMEN LIBERIA  
DJIBOUTI LIBYA  



LEBANON ZAMBIA  
MADACASCAR ZIMBABWE  

 

NOTE: Nationals of the countries located in the third group will request the consular visa in 
their country of origin following exceptions:  
a) The nationals of the countries located in the third group that have an entry visa (tourist 
visa, visa crew or business visa) to USA, Canada, South Korea, Japan, the European Union 
countries and / or Schengen visa stamped on your passport, valid for a minimum of three 
months, could do without visa consular to enter Costa Rica, and enjoy the same conditions of 
entry of nationals of countries located in the first group. The length of stay and passport's 
validity according to the group which find the country of nationality.  

 
b) Nationals of the countries located in the third group of legal permanency (residence 
permit work, study permit, shelter) for a period not less than six months in the first group of 
countries that not in the assumptions of the preceding paragraph may apply for consular visa 
in that country of residence legal, provided they present before the respective Costa Rican 
consul, the document that certifies the identity permanence. The Costa Rican consuls must 
verify before the migratory authorities of the country permanence, the authenticity of this 
condition.  

 
c) Nationals of the countries located in the third group, with legal residence (residence, work 
permit study permit, shelter) for at least six months in U.S., Canada and EU countries  
European consular visa will be spared to enter Costa Rica, with the same input conditions  
nationals of the countries located in the first group. Nationals who do not have legal 
residence required six months, may opt for consular visa in their respective countries.The 
length of stay and passport's validity according to the group which is the country of 
nationality.  

 
d) Nationals of the countries located in the third group that are as permanent resident with a  
noninferior to six months in Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua or El Salvador, may request 
consular visa the country of permanent residence, provided they submit before the 
respective Costa Rican consul, the document identity credits that legal. The Costa Rican 
consuls should check with the authorities migrant's country of residence, the authenticity of 
permanent residence.  

For other foreign nationals of a third group to request an entry visa at a consulate Costa Rica 
other than their country of origin or residence and that is not within the exceptions indicated 
above, the consular officer must forward the request to the office of the Director General of 
Immigration Aliens and fax, for evaluation. The reference is resolved in accordance with the 
facts and applicable law. The Directorate General of Immigration may deny these requests 
as deems appropriate. In any case, there must be reasonable indications that the foreigner 
does not try in the country, as it would distort the immigration status of Non-Resident.  

 



 
FOURTH GROUP  
RESTRICTED ENTRY VISA AND CONSULTED WITH THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
MIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION, SUBMITTED TO THE COMMITTEE OF VISAS 
RESTRICTED, WITH A STAY UP TO 30 CALENDAR DAYS COUNTRY  

JAMAICA AFGHANISTAN  
BANGLADESH MYANMAR (BURMA)  
PALESTINE CUBA  
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC ERITREA  
ETHIOPIA'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (CHINA  
CONTINENTAL)  
KOREA DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF HAITI  
NORTH  
IRAN SOMALIA  
IRAQ SRI LANKA  
 

NOTES:  
a) Nationals of the countries located in the fourth group that have an entry visa (tourist visa, 
visa crew member or business visa) to USA, Canada, Japan, South Korea, or Schengen 
visa European Union countries, stamped in their passport, valid for a minimum of three 
months, could the Ministry of Interior and Police without consular visa to enter Costa Rica, 
and apply the same conditions of entry of nationals of the countries located in the second 
group. The length of stay and validity of passport according to the group which is the country 
of nationality. Nationals of countries that meet This provision would exempt from the security 
deposit, having the same conditions as nationals of second group.  
b) Nationals of the countries located in the fourth group of legal permanency (residence 
permit work, study permit, shelter) for a period not less than six months in the first group of 
countries,  
may apply for consular visa in that country of legal residence, provided they submit to the 
respective Consul  
Costa Rican identity documents attesting to that status. The Costa Rican consuls will verify  
to the immigration authorities of the host country, the authenticity of legal residence.  
c) Nationals of the countries located in the fourth group who hold legal residence (residence,  
work permit, study permit, shelter) for a period not less than six months in countries that  
part of the European Union, the United States or Canada, may dispense with restricted visa  
enter Costa Rica and will apply the same conditions of entry of nationals of countries  
located in the second group. Nationals who do not have the legal stay of six months 
requested  
may opt for consular visa in their respective countries. The length of stay and validity of 
passport  
according to the group which is the country of nationality.  
d) nationals of Hong Kong British passport holders for overseas citizens (British National  
Overseas / BN) that are in force, receive the same treatment as nationals of the first group  
these rules, will not require visa to enter the country and will stay for up to thirty  
days. Hong Kong nationals who do not carry the mentioned travel document, will require visa 
and will  



provisions will apply for the Republic of China.  
e) In the case of national entrepreneurs and investors from the People's Republic of China, 
which conducted its course from the Consulate of Costa Rica in China, duly certified by a 
letter of support issued by the  
China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (China Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade, CCPIT) and the Office PROCOMER in China, entry requirements will be 
identified for the foreign people in the third group, ie income through consular 
visa. Commercial Office PROCOMER in China will only provide the document in cases 
where people require visiting Costa Rica, will engage in an activity related to the promotion of 
exports and investment in national soil, organized by PROCOMER. It is understood that the 
letters issued by the bodies referred to in this paragraph, should have the minimum 
requirements for this purpose provide the Costa Rica Consulate in China.  
f) Citizens of the People's Republic of China who are holders of valid diplomatic passports or  
service of the Government of the People's Republic of China shall be exempted from visa 
requirements for both entry, stay, exit and movement within the territory for a period not 
exceeding thirty days upon entry. A passport holders Service of the Republic of China for 
business public may enter with a consular visa, under the provisions of the Third Party in 
accordance with procedure agreed between the DGME and the Consulate of Costa Rica in 
Beijing.  

 
TRANSIENT I  
Nationals of countries not in the four preceding groups are included in the  
Fourth Group.  
TRANSITION II  
Circular DG-3309-2009 is repealed from the publication of new guidelines in the Journal  
Official Gazette.  
TRANSIENT III  
Dependencies British, French, Dutch, Danish, Norwegian, New Zealand and U.S. same 
treatment if their country's passport holders of which are dependent. 

UNITS  
UK  
FALKLAND ISLANDS ANGUILLA  
ASCENSION ISLAND PITCAIRN  
TURKS AND CAICOS BERMUDA  
GIBRALTAR BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS  
CAYMAN ISLANDS MONTSERRAT  
CHANNEL ISLANDS SANTA HELENA  
MAN ISLANDS BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY  
FRENCH  
GUADALUPE MEETING  
FRENCH GUYANA Saint Pierre and Miquelon  
Martinique SAN MARTIN  
MAYOTTE FRENCH SOUTHERN TERRITORIES  
NEW CALEDONIA, WALLIS AND FORTUNA  
FRENCH POLYNESIA  
NETHERLANDS (HOLLAND)  



BONAIRE NETHERLANDS ANTILLES  
ARUBA CURACAO  
DANISH  
GREENLAND FAROE ISLANDS  
AUSTRALIAN  
COCOS ISLANDS HEARD AND McDONALD ISLANDS  
CHRISTMAS ISLAND NORFOLK ISLAND  
AMERICANS  
U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS GUAM  
MINOR OUTLYING ISLANDS  
UNITED STATES  
AMERICAN SAMOA  
New Zealanders  
COOK ISLANDS TOLKELAU  
NIUE  
NORWEGIAN  
BOUVET ISLANDS SVALBARD AND JAN MAYEN  


