
Wilpf Congress 2011  

July 30th – August 6th 2011, San José, Costa Rica 

Travel Guide 

Costa Rica  

  

Costa Rica is located in Central America, bordering Nicaragua in the North and Panama in the South 

East. To the west of the country is the Pacific Ocean and the east, the Caribbean Sea.  

The official language is Spanish.  

 

The Congress, San Jose  

The Congress will be taking place at the: 

Radisson Europa Hotel and Conference 
Center 

Central Street & 3rd-15th Ave 

P O Box 558-2120 

San Jose 538-2120 

 

Telephone: (506) 2 257-3257 Fax: (506) 2 
257-8221  
 
For more queries about the Hotel and other 
accommodation, email: congress@wilpf.ch 
 
 

 

 

http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Radisson+Europa+Hotel,+San+Jose,+Costa+Rica&aq=0&sll=53.800651,-4.064941&sspn=12.061542,28.168945&ie=UTF8&hq=Radisson+Europa+Hotel,&hnear=San+Jose,+Costa+Rica&ll=9.941629,-84.086094&spn=0.074228,0.110035&t=h&z=13&iwloc=A&ved=0CDYQpQY&sa=X&ei=jrcBTs-FG4OT8APJ7c2TBw
http://wilpfcongress2011.wordpress.com/


 

The Hotel features world-class amenities, including a 
24-hour Business Centre, on-site casino and in-room 
massage service. The hotel's health amenities 
include a Fitness Centre, as well as indoor and 
outdoor swimming pools, a jacuzzi and sauna.  

There also two on site restaurants and a lobby 

bar with live music.   

 

 

 

The Local Area  

Within close proximity to the Hotel, there are the many attractions that may be of interest, including 
the following:  

- Teatro Nacional (National Theatre) 
Architectural enthusiasts visit Costa Rica just to see this impressive 
19th century structure. Theatre-goers can enjoy a quality film 
production or live performance inside the National Theatre.  

- Museo Nacional 
History and art buffs will enjoy browsing this museum, set in an old 
army fort with the opportunity to learn about Costa Rica's early 

indigenous inhabitants, colonial history and its ever-changing culture 

- Parque Nacional 
This beautiful and green rainy forest is a welcome retreat from the 
often congested capital.  

- Spirogyra Butterfly Garden 
This winged-insect haven delights tourist with its 30 species of 

butterflies.    

- Volcan Arenal 
This volcano ranks among the top 10 most active volcanoes in the 
world and makes for a great day trip.  

 

 

About San Jose  

San Jose, the capital of Costa Rica, is on a plateau in the Central Valley at 1200 m elevation. It is 

ringed by lush green mountains and valleys. The population of this city is probably half of the whole 

country.  

 

http://www.radisson.com/hoteldirectory/pictures/hoteldetailimages.jsp?index=1&imageKey=alt-image&assetKey=webextra.locations.
http://www.radisson.com/hoteldirectory/pictures/hoteldetailimages.jsp?index=2&imageKey=alt-image&assetKey=webextra.locations.
http://www.radisson.com/hoteldirectory/pictures/hoteldetailimages.jsp?index=3&imageKey=alt-image&assetKey=webextra.locations.


Airport  

Juan Santamaria (SJO) is in Alajuela, about twenty minutes from the centre of San Jose and twenty 

five minutes from the Hotel.  

Taxis are available immediately outside the airport, and cost an average of $12 for a journey to the 

capital. It might be useful to note that licensed taxis are reddish orange and have “Taxi Aeropeurto” 

on the side.  

There are also local buses that run. Inexpensive, most only accept colones. The main bus station in 

San Jose is the Coca Cola Bus Terminal.  

 

Climate  

San José’s rainy season is from April to late November. The city remains relatively warm and humid 
year-round, with temperatures ranging from highs of 77F/ 25C to lows to 62 F/16C.  

 

Staying Safe  

Most Ticos (Costa Rican Natives) are friendly and trustworthy. However, as with many busy cities, the 

risk of petty theft is always high. Be aware of your surroundings and try to avoid taking valuables out 

with youthat are not necessary. The local number for “policia” is 911.  

When using any form of transport, ensure that the vehicle has a yellow triangle sticker on the front 

door with the license plate number recorded in order to know that the vehicle and driver are legitimate 

and so that they can be reported in case of any incident.  

 

Getting Around   

Taxis are a cheap option to travel around in. All should have a meter, with fares starting at 550 

colones. A ride inside the city centre will cost between between 580-2500 colones. It is often 

necessary to point out well known buildings other than particular street names. There are sometimes 

no street names signs and addressed are difficult to find, so be sure you know where you are going or 

you could end up lost very easily. 

 

Currency  

The local currency is colón(es). As of April 2011, the exchange rate was 498 colones per 1 US dollar, 

or 725 colones per 1 Euro. Money exchange is provided at most banks, however it is recommended 

to do so at the state banks, especially the Banco Nacional, since they have lower rates. There is also 

a money exchange service at the airport, but it is outrageously expensive. But note that the use of US 

dollars is quite common; in the tourist setting, almost everything is priced in dollars (but sometimes 

prices are cheaper in colones). Note that when a price is quoted in "dollars", the speaker may be 

thinking of a dollar as 500 colones; so it is always worth checking whether this is what is meant.  

You can find ATMs in most places. They normally dispense US dollars and colones. Note that 

traveller’s cheques are less frequently used.  

  


