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INTRODUCTION TO WILPF NIGERIA GROUP 

The Nigeria Group was started in April 2009 but effectively took off in June 

2009. This was initiated by Joy Ada Onyesoh, who was initially an international 

member of WILPF . She was so inspired  after attending the international board 

meeting in Geneva 2008, to bring home all the success stories and wondeful 

work being done by WILPF in so many countries. For  her seeing the warmth 

and passion shown by WILPF women, unified by a common passion to work for 

peace, made her much determined to get involved and have other women in 

Nigeria involved as well. The organisation presents a platform for us to have 

our local issues presented on an international platform. Nigeria is a country 

that is operating on a fragile democaracy and still learning the ropes so to 

speak. We understood perfectly that it wouldnt be easy changing the mindset 

and orientation of our women to get actively involved despite all cultural and 

societal pressures. We have great hope that we would be at the fore front of 

organisations championing the cause of our women and lobbying for 

progressive change in our government. We believe and look forward to the day 

when more  women would seat on the political table with men and take far 

reaching decisions that would impact positively on women and everyone alike.  

We realised that the road would be long, tiring and frustrating, nevertheless we 

were determined more than ever to march on, sing the song and dance along 

the way no matter what we see. This mindset greatly helped the Nigeria Group, 

despite all the challenges to keep on, in the work of we are doing in futherance 

of WILPF vision which is our vision . 

 

Activities of WILPF Nigeria Group from April 2009 to April 2011 



WILPF Nigeria group meets once a month and we have national meetings at 

least once in 12 months. We have no paid staff and most of us volunteer.The 

first outing of WILPF Nigeria group was in early April,  the drafting of the bye 

laws and adoption of the constitution followed by celebration of WILPF 95TH 

Birthday, we organised a seminar  " women for peace". This was highly 

attended as we had over 100 women who came from across the country to 

attend and this actually kickstarted interesting activities for the group. This also 

introduced WILPF Nigeria to the community of NGO in Nigeria and it sparked 

off a lot of interest in the organisation.We realised  that we have so many  NGO 

in Nigera and we need to distinguish ourselves from the crowd while at the 

same time coperating with other organisations to impact positively on the lives 

of our women. 

 We  later had a meeting  to identify the focal areas in which WILPF Nigeria's 

work would be concentrated on for the next three years and they are as 

follows: 

Building Membership and understanding of WILPF vision   

Capacity Building 

Investing in Peace 

Building alliance with other sections  

 Developing African  regional cooperation 

 

 In 2009, we worked so hard at building WILPF Nigeria Group  and this involved 

our hosting lunch group meetings, having talks in Higher Institutions, circulating 

flyers from WILPF Interantional.  We worked at having our members 

understand what WILPF vision is and how we can adapt the international 

programmes to our own local setting.  

 

In 2010, this year heralded a lot of activities from WILPF Nigeria group, as we 

had the previous year worked on building membership which to a large extent 

was very successful as  we had another branch in ( Lagos) the south west of 



Nigeria. We moved on to the next action point " capacity Building", which we 

broke down to smaller action plans such as 

Skill Acquisition training 

Young Women in Leadership Program 

Community Women Leadership Program 

Women for Peace Program 

 

The Skill Acquisition program 

 This is focused on giving women life long skills which  would empower them 

and build their financial security and independence, which is a very critical 

factor in women empowerment. 

Our training this past year has been especially at the grass root level, to effect 

change we realised that we had to try and affect a s many lives as we can, 

taking one step at a time. Over 70% of our women  live in the rural area  so we 

targeted our programs to touch the lives of women at the grass root levels. We 

encouraged them into forming cooperatives,so they would be better 

positioned to access micro credit facilities from micro credit banks. We taught 

them skills in fish farming, bead making, tailoring and poultry farming. We 

periodically visit them to acess how they are doing . 

Young Women leadership and Community Women Leadership Program 

 This program run by WILPF Nigeria Group is for any woman  from 18 years in 
the rural and urban area of Nigeria who earnestly seek to make a positive 
difference in life, yearning  to develop leadership skills and chart a successful 
course of life. This program  provides an ideal opportunity  for any woman to 
develop  and improve  those leadership skills that are required in their career 
and personal life.This innovative program promotes the participation of women 
in economic social and cultural life in Nigeria. It consists of a dynamic agenda 
for all participants. From interactive sessions, to skill building workshops that 
participant would benefit from in a unique way.This program has the aim of 
building  women’s capacity to partake in development issues in Nigeria that are 
more people centered and therefore more sustainable. 



During economic restructuring and democraticisation, male politicians have 
sought to convince women that their interest were served by the current 
politicians, while at the same time they deny women additional benefits. This 
has pushed women toward greater boldness in addressing the economic and 
political elements that determine and affect their status in the societies that 
have distinct cultural traditions and historical experiences. 
Ultimately, for women, working from the outside is not enough, it is important 
to have women in politics, decision-making process and in leadership 
positions.Without a voice in decision-making, women’s concerns are not 
prioritized, and no resources are allocated to them. Without the resources and 
the political platforms, women have less chance of transforming social norms 
and attitudes. They have less access to the cultural, social and educational 
institutions that contribute to influencing and shaping attitudes in society. 
We believe that by the end of the  program, the women would be motivated to 
be part of a  critical mass of women that generates support for the acceptance 
of feminism in African context.  
   

Women For Peace Program 

WILPF Nigeria group  with this program have sought better understanding of  

UNSCR 1325. We have really adapted it to our local context, to make it more 

meaningful to the Nigerian women. Women in our cultural and traditional 

settings have roles that we play in peace processes, we have been working on 

improving women's understanding of this resolution and we have explored on 

pratical ways in which women and organisations can use this tool. We  are also 

working on making the  translation in our local languages  more accessible in 

our setting. We have also held various workshops and seminars on this. We 

have continiously provided forums for exchange of ideas and experiences by 

women focused organisations. WILPF Nigeria group had a workshop on the 8th 

of Decemer 2010 in commemoration of  the 10th year anniversary of UNSCR 

1325 and to add our voice to the 16 days activism . We had participants from 

our sister Swedish section and we are currently finalising arrangements on a 

committee on UNSCR 1325 which aims to lobby for a national action plan for 

Nigeria. We had sponsorship to attend the YWILPF forum in Stockholm 

Sweden, in Which our President Joy Onyesoh attended. 

In 2011, we took active part in campaigning for a peaceful and non violent 

elections and encouraging women to come out and exercise their civic rights by 



voting for their chosen candiadates. We had peace walks, shared informative 

flyers and had a seminar on women and politics in Nigeria. 

We have also actively engaged with other women Organistaions in Nigeria and 

the Federal Ministry of Women Affairs. WILPF Nigeria has also a wonderful 

support structure from our Swedish sister Secction. 

 

FINANCES 

This been a very challenging area but we have tried to move along as much as 

possible also we have received support from WILPF Sweden, MayPole Fund UK. 

and private donations. 

In 2009, we realised $700 from membership dues and contributions/donations 

and800 pounds from Maypole Fund UK.  We ran membership awareness 

programs and a seminar on WILPF's birthday and our total expenditure  for the 

year was  $1,500. 

In 2010 our budget increased, we realised $800 from membership dues, $500 

from private donations, 700 pounds from Maypole fund, $2,250 from Swedish 

Section WILPF. We had a total expenditure of $3,955 and a closing balance of   

$400 . We ran Skill Acquisition training Programs, Seminars on UNSCR 1325, 

Young Women Leadership and Community Women Leadership Programs, 

Printed Flyers , meetings and  communication. 

CONSTRAINTS 

We have various challenges in moving our work forward and the principal 

challenge we have so far is in finances. It has affected our ability to 

communicate effectively, carry out more programs and effectively make our 

presence in Nigeria more pronounced. 
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