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Section Report 
Please submit your report to the International Secretariat  

via email: reports@wilpf.ch no later than 1.4.2011   
 

The purpose of this Section report is to learn about the work that is occurring in your 
Section. Our hope is to paint a realistic picture of our organization, your candid 
assessment and input is most appreciated! 
 

PART 1-  
Section Country: Germany 

If your section has a national office please provide: 

Address: IFFF/WILPF, Haus der Demokratie und Menschenrechte, Greifswalder Str.4 

City, State/ Province: Berlin Postal Code: D-10405 

Website: www.wilpf.de Email address: info@wilpf.de   

 
Section Details: 

 
Number of Dues Paying Members: 60 

Number of Participating/ Active Members: 30 

Section 2010 Final Income: 12,483 EURO Section 2010 Final Expenses: 12,463 EURO 

 
Name of Section President: Irmgard Heilberger 
 

Address: St. Michaels-Weg 2A 

City, State/Province: Neuburg Postal Code: D-86476 

Telephone: +49 8283 92927 Fax Number: 

Work and/or Mobile Number: Email Address:  heilberger@wilpf.de  

 
International Board Member’s Name: Heidi Meinzolt 
 

Address: Kreuzweg 6 

City, State/Province: Stockdorf Postal Code: D-82131 

Telephone: +49 89 89979690 Fax Number: 

Work and/or Mobile Number: Email Address: meinzolt@wilpf.de, 
heidi@meinzolt.de  

International Committee or Working Group that IB member participates in:  
Coordination WILPF Europe  + Middle East 
 
International Board Alternative Member: Talat Sabbagh 

Address: Dölligerstr. 5 
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City, State/ Province München Postal Code: D-80639 

Telephone: +49 89 92979740 Fax Number:  

Work and or/ Mobile Number:  Email Address talat.s@gmx.de 

 
PART 2- National Politics 
What is the political situation in your country? 

„There is no alternative“ – this is the mainstream slogan in Germany in 2010:  
The economic crisis has - on the surface - been tackled very quickly by the conservative-liberal 
government coalition – a lot of money has gone into the saving of banks and in the creation of so 
called “bad banks” to make disappear false money. A program of scrapping old cars and 
respectively considerable state subvention to buy new cars were made to consolidate the German 
key car industry. And here we are again: The great export nation!  
All short term and not at all sustainable investments follow strictly the neoliberal logic which 
prioritize economy, economic growth and in parallel cut social achievements and destroy the 
welfare State. New financial legislation and a tax policy (which should assure a life in dignity for 
women and men) give the burden to the poor and favor enterprises, hotels. A more and more 
expensive sanitary system is exclusively adapted to rich people. A growing number of poor, 
especially women and children have to live beyond the poverty index; there is no guaranteed 
minimum income and the social minimum (Hartz4) is highered 16  - in an absurd parliamentary 
discussion after the Federal Constitutional Court had ruled that the standard benefits paid are not 
constitutional and violate the fundamental right to guarantee a subsistence minimum that is in line 
with human dignity.  

The program of phasing out nuclear energy, decided by a red green government in 1995 is 
cancelled in 2010 on the basis of a parliamentary decision of the government's majority – they can 
run 10 years more; Germany's Power Plants are "secure" and while they are considered by 
chancellor Merkel as bridging technology, the German public is conscious that they have to be 
closed down as soon as possible. Only the Japanese catastrophe and people in the street can 
change minds now. 

On one hand, we are behind USA and Russia on the top of the arms-trade-nations, on the other 
hand, we are phased with a militarization: the army has a new contract with state schools to make 
more propaganda. The military service is abolished in favour of a professional army which needs 
young and motivated people for more and more interventions abroad. Using the term “vernetzte 
Sicherheit” (networked security), Germany is one of the major proponents of comprehensive 
security and the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development has declared this as 
the leading concept despite enormous protest of the civil society.  

This goes in parallel with dismantling privacy and data protection as well as restriction in the 
refugee policy – still motivated stupidly by the fight against terror and Islamophobia and by racist 
debates on the basis of the new book of Thilo Sarazin.  

The left party is the only party to request a military retreat from Afghanistan.  

Lastly, the gender pay gap in Germany is still among the EU highest and a statutory women's quota 
for executive positions in the private sector has not even been enacted yet. 
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How would your section benefit from better international cooperation? 
(Please use as much space as you'd like, or alternatively you can email a report to 
secretariat@wilpf.ch) 

We need a new feeling of acting as an international organization , networking in full 
transparency and trust on the basis of WILPF`s common memory in view of the necessities and 
challenges of the globalized world and in the perspectives of the 100 anniversary.  

We need a structural re-organization: Institutional lobbying at the UN/governments/politicians is 
not independent - but based on our grassroot work, on empowering women and solidarity. We 
always have to think this together. 

Let us skip the traditional committees and find new ways to cooperate in teams on different 
levels and possibly interconnected.  

Let's create maximum transparency of our respective work and the specific WILPF perspective in 
it: regular newsletter with teasers on WILPF initiatives taken in critical response to political 
mainstream activities. 

We need the exchange of good practice and courage to strengthen our arguments. On this basis, 
we need to feel mutual trust, solidarity and find together a pro-active new radicalism in wording 
and acting.  

We need more input and attendance towards the global South. 

What is your section’s political priority on a national level? 
1) challenge militarism, build peace 

a) Cooperation in the network of the German Women Security Council: lobbying on the 
implementation of resolution 1325 (and following resolutions) with a national action plan 
and cooperation with European countries – tackling militarized manliness 

b) Human Rights in cooperation with the Forum Menschenrechte (network of German non-
governmental organisations working on the protection of human rights) 

c) Anti War – civil conflict solution  
d) Disarmament 
e) Trafficking in women 

2) Building new membership , new information sheets, events, integrating young members, new 
website, working on WILPF's history 

 
PART 3- Programme Work 
We know that each Section is involved in many important areas of work and are extremely 
excited to hear about that work. Please do not feel that you must answer all of the areas 
listed below.  
 
How has your section implemented the international program priorities agreed at 
2010 IB meeting?   
(Please use as much space as you'd like, or alternatively you can email a report to 
secretariat@wilpf.ch) 
See above 

  

Did your section modify it’s own program work as a result? Yes No 

What is the main focus of your sections program?  
(Please use as much space as you'd like, or alternatively you can email a report to 
secretariat@wilpf.ch) 
see above 
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How is your section challenging militarism? 
(Please use as much space as you'd like, or alternatively you can email a report to 
secretariat@wilpf.ch) 

Organization of an annual seminar against the Conference on Security Policy in Munich.  

Showing and promoting alternatives in holding a seminar on civil conflict prevention titled “Zivil 
statt Militärisch” (Civil instead of military).  

How is your section strengthening the UN? 
(Please use as much space as you'd like, or alternatively you can email a report to 
secretariat@wilpf.ch) 

In providing informing on new developments at the UN level (such as the establishment of UN Women 
or the developments on the Un-right to peace) to the members and other relevant players at the 
national level.  

In using UN-documents in our arguments, for example on the fight against poverty.  

Within the Forum Menschenrechte (see above). 

Publishing a book on 15 years after the Beijing Conference on Women – 15 years after the 
Peacetrain: Balances and Outlook “Listen To Women for a Change”.  

How is your section investing in peace? 
(Please use as much space as you'd like, or alternatively you can email a report to 
secretariat@wilpf.ch) 

In promoting civil conflict prevention (see above).  

How is your section building WILPF? 
(Please use as much space as you'd like, or alternatively you can email a report to 
secretariat@wilpf.ch) 

Organizing public meetings and lectures.  

Broadcasting every two months in Munich on Women's and Peace issues.  

Spread information via website and regular newsletter.  

How does your section communicate with the International Offices? 
(Please use as much space as you'd like, or alternatively you can email a report to 
secretariat@wilpf.ch) 
Mainly via email. However, very little answer! 

 
How does your section most like to receive information from the international offices?  

X Email  

X  Website 

o Postal Mail 

o Telephone Calls 

o Faxes 

 


