
To Whom It May Concern, 

This is not a section report since the Israeli section has ceased to exist in its former form. Therefore, it 

does not have the validity of a usual section report. This is a report written by one former member who 

has joined WILPF as an International member. 

The women who were members of WILPF in Israel are all very active in a number of organizations 

and actions within what is known as the "peace camp."  I will mention several of these actions without 

giving the names of the women. 

The main thrust of our activity is toward ending the occupation by Israel of the West Bank and the 

Gaza Strip. Women in Black demonstrate one hour every Friday noon in several places in Israel, 

calling for the end of the occupation. 

We have made a large placard of the Arab League Peace Initiative (as it was printed on a whole page 

of one Israeli newspaper). We distribute a flyer with the main points of the initiative. Machsom 

(checkpoint) Watch members go into the West Bank on a regular basis, to monitor the civil and human 

rights abuses caused by the Israeli military occupation, and most specifically, by the Israeli settlers on 

Palestinian land. We interview the Palestinians to get a picture of what is happening, and write daily 

reports based on what we see and hear. These reports are on a website for all to read.  

The most grievous abuses occur in the Jordan Valley, that part of the West Bank that is farthest from 

any urban center in Israel. The women who monitor the Palestinian villages in the Jordan Valley area 

have to spend an entire day because of the distance they have to travel. East Jerusalem, where about 

250,000 Palestinians live, is another point of contention. The Israeli government annexed East 

Jerusalem to West Jerusalem (the Israeli part) and declared it all one city, even though this annexation 

is not recognized by the UN. The Israeli government has been pursuing a policy of demolishing 

Palestinian houses and building for Jewish settlers. Weekly demonstrations are held to support the 

Palestinians in their struggle against these policies. 

The Palestinians living close to Israel have seen their land being taken over by Israel through the 

building of the Separation Barrier which cuts deep into Palestinian territory. The villagers have 

organized more and more weekly demonstrations against the barrier and the theft of their land. These 

non-violent demonstrations are joined by Israelis and internationals who support the villagers. 

An Israeli organization called 'Gisha' (Access) is devoted to helping people from the Gaza Strip who 

need medical assistance that's unavailable in Gaza, or for any other humanitarian reason, to be given 

permits to enter Israel and receive the treatment they need. The Coalition of Women for Peace, which 

is involved in so many of these actions, has taken up the latest campaign together with Peace Now. 

This is the campaign against the newest law to be passed by the Israeli parliament, last night. This law 

turns anyone calling for a boycott of goods produced by Israelis in the settlements in the Palestinian 

territories into a criminal. We demonstrated for free speech before the law was passed and are now 

demonstrating against it as it has been brought to the High Court of Justice on the grounds that it is 

undemocratic. 

There are numerous actions that are being planned - everything takes hours of meetings and planning 

sessions. There will be a Non-Violence fair in November spurred by the international group "World 

Forum for Peace and Nonviolence". There is the initiative of Israeli and Palestinian women's 

organizations "Women for Peace", which is planning cooperative activities. The Forum of Bereaved 

Families, Israeli and Palestinian, brought women from the two communities together to share each 

other's family and personal narratives. 

The other arena, no less important in our work, is in the relations of the Israeli Jewish majority and the 

Israeli Palestinian minority. The discrimination which the minority suffers we have written about 

several years ago.  



One of the worst discriminatory abuses that is being carried out this past year is against the Bedouin 

population in the Negev, the southern part of Israel. A large portion of the Bedouin population is being 

forced off its traditional lands and the small villages are being destroyed, in order to force them to 

leave their lands and move into cement-block building towns with no infrastructure and no means of 

livelihood. One village has been destroyed and rebuilt (tent structures) 27 times. The women of 

several women's organizations have gone many times to be with the women and children of the 

village, and to bring puppet shows and storytellers to them. 

I think I could go on writing, but I have touched on the main points. It isn't that the former members of 

WILPF have turned their backs on the struggle for peace and freedom; they have not. They are as busy 

as ever in their peace work.   

In love and peace, 

Aliyah Strauss, Israel 

 


